
The Roots of Arbor Day
Have you heard of Arbor Day? Arbor Day is a day dedicated to plan�ng 

trees, apprecia�ng the beauty of nature, and learning about the 
importance of conserva�on. 

The origins of Arbor Day can be traced back to Nebraska City in the early 
1870s. Julius Sterling Morton and his wife, Caroline, purchased 160 acres of 
treeless land in Nebraska before it became a state. Morton planted 
thousands of trees on their homestead. He was an early conserva�onist 
and believed that trees could serve as windbreaks, hold moisture in the 
soil, and provide lumber for the area. 

As the editor of a Nebraska newspaper, Morton was able to share his 
beliefs across the territory. When he became secretary of the region, he 
proposed that the Nebraska Board of Agriculture instate a tree-plan�ng 
holiday he called Arbor Day. The very first Arbor Day was celebrated in 
Nebraska on April 10, 1872. It was a huge success! Over one million trees 
were planted in Nebraska on that day. 

The idea of Arbor Day took root quickly and began to spread beyond 
Nebraska. Other states saw the value of dedica�ng a day to plan�ng trees 
and started to establish their own Arbor Day celebra�ons. By 1882, schools 
across the United States began celebra�ng Arbor Day. It became an 
important day for teaching students about the importance of trees in our 
ecosystem.

In 1970, President Richard Nixon declared the last Friday in April as 
Na�onal Arbor Day, making it an official na�onal holiday. Today, all 50 
states in the U.S. celebrate Arbor Day, although the date can vary 
depending on the best tree-plan�ng �mes in each area.

Celebra�ng Arbor Day is a way for us to give back to our planet and 
ensure a healthier future for everyone. On this day, can you find a way to 
share the importance with others?


